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Theatre Arts I Syllabus
Corona del Mar HS

Mr. Martin

rmartin@nmusd.us
Welcome to Theatre Arts I.  This class is an introduction to the theatre world.  You will learn of its earliest beginnings and where it is today. You will have the opportunity to become actively involved whether through performance, directing or the technical aspect.  Drama is derived from the Greek word meaning “to do” and that is what we will work on together, “doing theatre”.  Below is a list of the units we will be covering throughout the year and the expectations of the class.  I hope you have a great year in Theatre Arts and that you will have a desire to participate in years to come.








Ronald Knight Martin








  Theatre Arts Chair

GRADES
Grades will be posted on the website using EasyGradePro, the grading program used by NMUSD.  Parents and students will be able to access their grades online after the completion of Measure A.

A
93% and Above

A-
90% - 92%

B+
87% - 89%

B
83% - 86%

B-
80% - 82%

C+
77% - 79%

C
73% - 76%

C-
70% - 72%

D+
67% - 69%

D
63% - 66%

D-
60% - 62%

F
Below 60%

Percentage of grade breakdown (approximate)

Participation

30%

Homework

20%

Classroom Work
30%

Performance

20%

Critiques:

Theatre Arts I students are expected to see and critique 2 live productions per semester, beginning September 6.  If you are in a Main Stage production, that can count as one critique.  If you are a Cappie Critic and complete your assignment, then you are exempt from this assignment.

Extra Credit:

I offer extra credit several times a quarter.  Students who have an overall percentage of 60% or above, may receive points for proper completion of extra credit assignments.  Students with an overall grade below 60% may not participate in extra credit assignments.

Participation:

Theatre Arts is a participation class, only part of theatre is an individual process.  Because of this, participation is a very important part of your grade, if you are not in class you cannot participate.  Each day that you arrive to class on time, and participate by following instructions and completing assignments given you, you will receive 25 pts.  If you are absent, for any reason, you will lose those points.  If your absence is excused you will be allowed to do alternate assignments to make up that time.  You are also expected to abide by the general rules of courtesy and conduct.
Homework:

There is not a lot of homework assigned in Theatre Arts, but what is assigned is important and needs to be completed on time.  Each day that an assignment is late you will lose 10% of the overall grade on that assignment.  My email address is available to all students and many written assignments can be emailed to me on the due date, before midnight (a .10 printing charge is applied).  All assignments received after midnight on the due date will be marked late.

Classroom Work and Performances:

Much of what we do in Theatre Arts takes place in the classroom:  Rehearsal time, design and development time, and lecture and performance time.  I expect all of my students to apply their full effort to all classroom work and performances.  The majority of what is done in theatre is an ensemble process.  If you are putting your full effort into the project then you will add greatly to the overall effect, and thus to your own grade.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

Tardy Policy:

You are tardy if you are not in your assigned seat when the bell rings.


1st Tardy
Loss of 3 participation points.

2nd Tardy
Loss of 6 participation points.

3rd Tardy
Loss of 9 participation points, sent to counselor.

4th Tardy  
Loss of 12 participation points, 2hrs. detention.

5th Tardy
Loss of 15 participation points, 4hrs. Saturday detention

6th Tardy
Loss of 18 participation points, 4hrs. Saturday detention, student

placed on tardy contract


7th Tardy
Student dropped from class with an “F”.  No class replacement.

Make Up Work:

Students with excused absences will have the number of days they were absent to make up work that was assigned while they were gone.  If a student was present when the assignment was given then it must be turned in on the date due unless previous arrangements are agreed to by the teacher.

Plagiarism:

Any intentional use of another’s ideas, or work, as one’s own.  

Plagiarism includes the misuse of published material and the work of other students. 

1st offense for cheating or plagiarism:  Automatic zero on assignment and student

will be referred to counseling office.

2nd offense will result in a drop from the class with a grade of “F”.

General Classroom Rules:
The Theatre Art classes meet in the CdM Little Theatre.  At all times students are expected to treat our theatre with respect.  This includes:


Absolutely No Cell Phones, ipods or other mp3 devices.  They will be confiscated.
No food of any kind (especially gum).


Only water may be brought in the theatre.


Pick up any trash you may drop on the ground (or that you see around you)

Do not climb over seats.


Do not put your feet up on the seat in front of you.


Do not go backstage unless assigned to do so.


Do not go on stage unless assigned to do so.


Do not enter the light booth unless assigned to do so.

Other classroom rules include:


Respect all students and their property.


Respect the instructor as an expert in the field being taught and as an

administrator in the theatre.


Do not leave class for any reason, except with verbal, or written permission from the 
instructor.
UNITS OF INSTRUCTION

Unit I:
  Attending & Evaluating a Play

1. Purpose and Value of Theatre, movies and TV

2. Acceptable Theatre Audience Behavior

3. Dramatic Criticism

4. Written Critiques

Unit II:
 The History of Theatre

1. Early beginnings of drama

2. Greek Theatre

a.
Writing a Play

3. Medieval Theatre

a.
Everyman

4. Shakespeare and Renaissance Theatre.

a.
Performing Shakespeare

Unit III:  History of Film

1. The Silent Era

2. Talkies

3. Golden Age of Hollywood

4.
Modern Films 

Unit IV:  Theatre Production

1. Makeup and Costuming

2. Set Design and Lighting

3. Directing

Unit V:  Movement

1. Following Stage Directions

2. Basic Movement

3. Motivation and Justification

4. Stage Combat

Unit VI:  Inner Resources

1. Imagination and Improvisation

2. Believable Action and Sense Recall

3. Observation and Concentration

4. Emotional Response

Unit VII:  Voice

1. Improving Your Voice

2. Reading Orally and Storytelling

3. Interpreting a Character

4. Memorization

Unit VIII:  Characterization

1. Analyzing and Developing a Character

2. Drama and Comedy

Unit IX:  Theatre Performance

1. Monologues

2. Scenes
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Due by 9/28/07

I have read and understand what is expected of me in this class.

_______________________________
_________

Student’s Signature



Date

_______________________________
_________
Print Student’s Name



Period
I have read and understand what is expected of my son/daughter in this class.

_______________________________
_________

Parent’s Signature



Date

_______________________________
Print Parent’s Name



